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£ 1. WARM-UP

o Where is the biggest cluster of datacentres you've heard about?
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e Should tech projects get faster approval if they promise jobs? Why?

e What environmental risks do you associate with Al growth?

0 1l. KEY VOCABULARY & 11. READING

[ transparency
the clear sharing of information so people can see how
decisions are made

d scrutiny
careful and critical checking by officials, media, or the
public

J designate
to officially give a special status or role to something

1 infrastructure
the basic systems a country relies on, like power, water,
and networks

0 emissions
gases released into the air that can harm the climate

0 moratorium
an official, temporary stop on an activity

0 prioritise
to treat something as more important than other things

0 bypass

to avoid the usual process or authority and go another
way

@ THEENGLISHWIRE.COM

The UK government says it does not know who is
using the country’s largest datacentres or for what,
according to a freedom of information response. The
Department for Science, Innovation and Technology
replied that it did “not hold the requested information”.

With 315 projects queueing to connect to the National
Grid, campaigners warn about weak transparency and
limited scrutiny.

In January, ministers proposed letting qualifying
datacentres opt into the Nationally Significant
Infrastructure Project scheme, allowing developments
to bypass local planning committees and seek
government approval. Critics say this could prioritise
projects regardless of use. Environmental concerns
are mounting.

Datacentres were designated critical national
infrastructure in 2024. Two planned sites were
reported to have higher carbon emissions than
ExxonMobil in the UK, and campaigners fear
water-hungry sites could be favoured over households
in drought. The Scottish government is considering a
moratorium on new sites.

Supporters argue datacentres provide essential
services; opponents say approval should depend on
transparent benefits and strict environmental limits.
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® IV. COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

o What information did the government say it does not hold?

e How many projects are waiting to connect to the National Grid?

e What planning route could let datacentres avoid local committees?

@ When were datacentres designated critical national infrastructure?

e What action is being considered by the Scottish government?

2, V. DISCUSSION

o Should central government overrule local planning on datacentres?

e How much transparency is realistic for private infrastructure?

e What conditions should a new datacentre meet to win approval?

o Is pausing new sites wise while rules are written, or too risky?

/ VI.GRAMMAR FOCUS ¢/ VIl. GRAMMAR EXERCISE

Ellipsis and substitution Circle the correct option in each sentence.
Ellipsis omits repeated words to avoid repetition; 0 Developers asked for permits, and residents
substitution replaces them with a pro-form (do/so, (did / did so).

so, etc.). Use substitution when you need a short
pro-form, and ellipsis when the context alone
makes the meaning clear.

6 Some proposals limit water use, while others
(do / do so).

e Campaigners warned about emissions, and
“Campaigners opposed new sites, supporters do so groups (did / did so).

for jobs.” . .
o Datacentres were designated critical, and

“Some argue for datacentres, others, households.”
others were (too / so).

e Supporters argued for jobs; opponents, (agree
/ do so).
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(3 I.LESSON GUIDE

e Timing: 8-10 minutes warm-up, 10 minutes vocabulary, 12-15 minutes reading and comprehension, 8-10 minutes
grammar, 12-15 minutes discussion.

e Pre-teach or check: Fol request, grid connection, Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project, moratorium, scrutiny.

¢ Set a purpose for reading (who knows what, and why it matters); students skim, then scan for numbers, names, and
policies before checking answers in pairs.

o Differentiation: stronger students write a 40-word summary; others underline the sentence supporting each answer,
then compare in small groups.

2, 1l. DISCUSSION FACILITATION TIPS

o Take a quick show of hands, then pair students from different sides to swap reasons.
e Board "who needs to know what" (state, firms, locals) and push for trade-offs, not slogans.
e Elicit a checklist (energy, water, benefits, transparency); ask pairs to rank and justify.

o Run a line debate; after arguments, ask what evidence would change their view.

Y% lll. EXTENSION ACTIVITIES

Debate: In teams, prepare and deliver a two-minute case for or against a moratorium in Scotland.

Writing: Individually, draft a 90-word public note explaining why one proposed datacentre should or should not be
approved.

¢/ IV. ANSWER KEY OVERVIEW

Comprehension questions: short factual answers from the text.
Grammar exercise: Ellipsis and substitution

Discussion: open-ended. Accept any reasonable ideas supported by examples and reasoning.
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® IV. COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS / VIl. GRAMMAR EXERCISE

o What information did the government say it does Circle the correct option in each sentence.
not hold? . . .
o Developers asked for permits, and residents (did /
Who uses the largest datacentres and for what . .
did so). did so
purpose.

e Some proposals limit water use, while others (do /

e How many projects are waiting to connect to the do o). do so

National Grid?
315 projects. e Campaigners warned about emissions, and groups

. . (did / did so). did so
© What planning route could let datacentres avoid

local committees? o Datacentres were designated critical, and others
The Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project were (too / so). too
scheme. .
e Supporters argued for jobs; opponents, (agree / do
o When were datacentres designated critical national so0). doso
infrastructure?
In 2024.

Q What action is being considered by the Scottish
government?
A moratorium on new datacentres.

2. V.DISCUSSION ¢/ V1. GRAMMAR FOCUS

Open answers. Accept any reasonable ideas supported Key point: Ellipsis omits repeated words to avoid

by examples and reasoning. repetition; substitution replaces them with a pro-form
(do/so, so, etc.). Use substitution when you need a
short pro-form, and ellipsis when the context alone
makes the meaning clear. (Examples constructed.)

“Campaigners opposed new sites; supporters do so

for jobs.”

“Some argue for datacentres, others, households.”
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