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South African airline
defends low-altitude
aerial stunt over packed
stadium
LEVEL B1

I. WARM-UP

II. KEY VOCABULARY

manoeuvre
a controlled movement that needs skill, often by a
vehicle or plane

formation
a planned shape or pattern made by planes flying
together

altitude
the height of something above the ground or sea level

reckless
not caring enough about risk or danger

precision
the quality of being exact and very accurate

authorities
official organisations or people who make and enforce
rules

crew
the group of people who work on and operate a plane or
ship

flypast
a planned flight over a place for display at an event

III. READING

Airlink has defended a dramatic flypast in Cape Town,

where two of its jets flew in close formation over the

city’s DHL Stadium before a rugby match between

South Africa and New Zealand. Some viewers called
the manoeuvre reckless, while others praised its

precision.

Airlink said the flight was carefully planned with the

support of the aviation authorities. The airline said the

two aircraft were flown by highly experienced crew,

with three senior captains on each plane. It added that

safety altitude and speed limits were approved and
rehearsed.

The flight-tracking website Flightradar24 said its
analysis showed the lead aircraft passed less than 50

feet (15 metres) above the top of the stadium.

The low-altitude display reminded many of earlier
flypasts, including a famous 1995 Johannesburg

stadium moment, when a South African Airways jet

flew over before the Rugby World Cup final, which

South Africa won.

Have you ever seen a flypast or air show? What was it like?1

How do you feel when planes fly close to a crowd or a stadium?2

What sports events in your country include special shows before the game?3
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IV. COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

V. DISCUSSION

VI. GRAMMAR FOCUS

Reported speech

Use a reporting verb (said/added) + a reported

clause. When we report, present tenses often

move back (e.g. is → was, have → had). The

reported clause keeps the original meaning but

usually changes tense.

“Airlink said the flight was carefully planned.”

“Flightradar24 said its analysis showed the lead

aircraft passed less than 50 feet.”

VII. GRAMMAR EXERCISE

Complete the reported clause with the correct

verb form.

Where did the two Airlink jets perform the flypast?1

What did some people criticise about the manoeuvre?2

How did Airlink describe the planning for the flight?3

According to Flightradar24, how close was the lead aircraft to the top?4

Which earlier event did this flypast remind many people of?5

Should airlines do low-altitude displays over packed stadiums? Why?1

What safety rules would you require for a flypast like this?2

Does a display like this build national pride, or risk it? Explain.3

Are drones a safer option than planes for stadium shows? Why or why not?4

After the stunt, Airlink said the flight (be) ___

planned. 

1

The airline added that the crew (be) ___ highly

experienced. 

2

It added that safety limits (be) ___ approved

before the display. 

3

Flightradar24 said its analysis (show) ___ the

plane passed low. 

4

Some viewers said the manoeuvre (be) ___

reckless. 

5
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Teacher's Notes

TEACHERS ONLY

These notes are designed to help you get the most out of this

lesson. Please do not share this page with students.

I. LESSON GUIDE

Timing: 8–10 minutes warm-up, 10 minutes vocabulary, 10–12 minutes reading, 10 minutes comprehension, 10 minutes

discussion.

Pre-teach key items with images or short clips: manoeuvre, formation, altitude, reckless, precision, authorities.

Run a first read for gist (what happened, where, who). Do a second read to find figures and who said what; pair-check

answers.

For differentiation, assign roles: one group summarises Airlink’s defence; another lists risks; compare in plenary.

II. DISCUSSION FACILITATION TIPS

III. EXTENSION ACTIVITIES

Debate: In teams, prepare and deliver a 90-second argument for or against stadium flypasts.

Writing: Write a 100-word public statement that Airlink could post to explain the flypast.

IV. ANSWER KEY OVERVIEW

Comprehension questions: short factual answers from the text.

Grammar exercise: Reported speech

Discussion: open-ended. Accept any reasonable ideas supported by examples and reasoning.

Take a quick show of hands, then pair people with different views to exchange reasons.1

Elicit two or three concrete rules first; ask teams to rank them by importance.2

Invite examples of pride and of risk; ask students to give one benefit and one cost.3

List pros and cons for drones on the board; have pairs decide for a specific stadium.4
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Answer Key

TEACHERS ONLY

These answers are for teachers only. Please do not share this page

with students.

IV. COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS VII. GRAMMAR EXERCISE

Complete the reported clause with the correct verb

form.

V. DISCUSSION

Open answers. Accept any reasonable ideas supported

by examples and reasoning.

VI. GRAMMAR FOCUS

Key point: Use a reporting verb (said/added) + a

reported clause. When we report, present tenses often

move back (e.g. is → was, have → had). The reported

clause keeps the original meaning but usually changes

tense.

“Airlink said the flight was carefully planned.”

“Flightradar24 said its analysis showed the lead

aircraft passed less than 50 feet.”

Where did the two Airlink jets perform the flypast?

Over Cape Town’s DHL Stadium before a rugby match.

1

What did some people criticise about the

manoeuvre?

They said it was reckless.

2

How did Airlink describe the planning for the flight?

It was carefully planned with support from the aviation

authorities.

3

According to Flightradar24, how close was the lead

aircraft to the top?

Less than 50 feet, or about 15 metres, above the top.

4

Which earlier event did this flypast remind many

people of?

A 1995 Johannesburg flypast before the Rugby World

Cup final.

5

After the stunt, Airlink said the flight ___ planned.

was

1

The airline added that the crew ___ highly

experienced. were

2

It added that safety limits ___ approved before the

display. had been

3

Flightradar24 said its analysis ___ the plane passed

low. showed

4

Some viewers said the manoeuvre ___ reckless.

was

5
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