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UK risks falling behind in
Al race without faster
telecoms upgrades, say
execulives

LEVEL B2

O 1. WARM-UP

a How do you use Al tools now, at work or at home?
o When does your phone signal feel weakest, and why?

e What could faster 5G change in daily life?

0 1l. KEY VOCABULARY & 11. READING

I laggard Senior telecoms executives warn the UK could
A country, company or person that moves more slowly become a laggard in the global Al race unless
than others and falls behind. networks are upgraded faster. The infrastructure
0 infrastructure debate has focused on building data centres with
The basic systems a country needs, like networks, roads enough water and energy, but executives say
and power. broadband and mobile systems must also handle a

[0 data centre coming surge in Al traffic.

A large building with many servers that store and Full-fibre broadband has improved as Openreach and
process data.
others extend coverage. However, 5G upgrades are
1 surge not keeping pace.

A sudden and strong increase in amount or activity. . . .
A Which? report using Opensignal data says UK

00 upgrade mobile coverage is worse than any EU member and
To improve equipment or software to a newer, better every other G7 country, ranking 57th for performance,
version. 70th for download speeds and 55th for reliable quality.

0 reform Andrea Dona of VodafoneThree says current service is
Changes made to improve a system or set of rules. sub-optimal and calls for reform.

01 bureaucratic VodafoneThree has pledged £11bn for 5G upgrades
Involving many rules and procedures that make progress and plans to cut masts by 30% while improving
slow. capacity. About 96% of its work is on existing sites,

0 permission yet more than half still need planning permission, a
Official approval to do something. bureaucratic process that slows even simple changes.

Executives compare likely Al-era congestion to signal
loss at Wembley, Silverstone or Twickenham.
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® IV. COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

@ What risk do executives warn about for the UK in Al?

e Which access has improved, and which is not keeping pace?

e What rank did the UK get for download speeds in the report?

o Which company pledged £11bn for 5G upgrades?

e What process do operators say slows many site upgrades?

2, V.DISCUSSION

o Have you noticed mobile coverage problems where you live?

e Should planning rules be eased to speed 5G upgrades? Why?

e What could happen if Al traffic grows faster than networks?

o What should be prioritised: data centres or mobile networks?

/ VI. GRAMMAR FOCUS Z VII. GRAMMAR EXERCISE

Future perfect Complete each sentence using the future perfect.
Use the future perfect to say an action will be 0 By next year, providers (extend) ___ full-fibre
completed before a specific future time: will have to more areas.
+ past participle. It shows a finished result by that . i .
moment. © By the time Al traffic peaks, mobile systems
(improve) __ capacity.
“By then providers will have upgraded networks for Al e Before the rollout finishes, operators (cut) __
traffic.” many old masts.

“By next year VodafoneThree will have pledged

P @ By then, planning delays (reduce) ___ after

faster approvals.

e By the end of the year, networks (handle) __
heavier Al loads.
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Teacher's Notes

TEACHERS ONLY

These notes are designed to help you get the most out of this
lesson. Please do not share this page with students.

(2) I.LESSON GUIDE

e Timing: 810 minutes warm-up, 10 minutes vocabulary, 12-15 minutes reading and comprehension, 810 minutes
grammar, 10-12 minutes discussion.

e Pre-teach key terms with simple examples: laggard, infrastructure, data centre, surge, reform, bureaucratic,
permission, upgrade.

e For reading, set a skim task (main risk) then a scan task (the three rankings, £11bn, 96%, 30%). Pair-check before
whole-class feedback.

o Differentiate by product: stronger students summarise the operators’ argument; others underline causes of delay and
solutions.

2, Il. DISCUSSION FACILITATION TIPS

o Ask for recent examples and map weak spots on the board to compare areas.
e Run a quick debate in pairs; switch sides after one minute to deepen reasons.
e Elicit concrete effects (video calls, gaming, work apps) and rank them by impact.

o Do a prioritisation task: groups list pros/cons for each, then report a choice.

v¢ lll. EXTENSION ACTIVITIES

Debate: In teams, prepare and deliver a 90-second case for planning reform or for keeping current rules.

Writing: Write a 100-word briefing for a minister explaining the three rankings and the £11bn plan.

¢/ IV. ANSWER KEY OVERVIEW

Comprehension questions: short factual answers from the text.
Grammar exercise: Future perfect

Discussion: open-ended. Accept any reasonable ideas supported by examples and reasoning.
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® IV. COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS

2. V.DISCUSSION

What risk do executives warn about for the UK in
Al?
Becoming a laggard in the global Al race.

Which access has improved, and which is not
keeping pace?

Full-fibre broadband improved; 5G upgrades are
lagging.

What rank did the UK get for download speeds in
the report?
70th for download speeds.

Which company pledged £11bn for 5G upgrades?
VodafoneThree.

What process do operators say slows many site
upgrades?
Planning permission, which is bureaucratic and slow.

Open answers. Accept any reasonable ideas supported
by examples and reasoning.
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Z VII. GRAMMAR EXERCISE

Complete each sentence using the future perfect.

By next year, providers ___ full-fibre to more areas.
will have extended

By the time Al traffic peaks, mobile systems __
capacity. will have improved

Before the rollout finishes, operators __ many old
masts. will have cut

By then, planning delays ___ after faster approvals.
will have reduced

By the end of the year, networks ___ heavier Al
loads. will have handled

/ V1. GRAMMAR FOCUS

Key point: Use the future perfect to say an action will
be completed before a specific future time: will have +
past participle. It shows a finished result by that
moment. (Examples constructed.)

“By then providers will have upgraded networks for
Al traffic.”

“By next year VodafoneThree will have pledged
further funds.”
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