
The verb "get" is one of the most versatile verbs in the English language, with a range of meanings and uses. It
can act as a main verb and take on different forms and functions, depending on the context. Here’s a detailed
explanation of the various meanings and uses of "get":

To Obtain or Receive
"Get" can mean to obtain, receive, or acquire something.
Examples: 

"She got a new job." (obtained)
 "I got a letter from my friend." (received)

To Become or Come to Be
"Get" can indicate a change of state or condition, often similar in meaning to "become."
Examples: 

"It’s getting late." (becoming)
"He got angry when he heard the news." (became)

To Fetch or Bring
"Get" can mean to go and fetch something or bring something back.
Example: 

"Can you get some milk from the store?" (fetch)
"She got her coat from the closet." (brought)

To Arrive or Reach
"Get" can describe arriving at a place or reaching a destination.
Examples: 

"What time did you get home?" (arrive)
"He finally got to the top of the hill." (reached)

To Cause to Do
"Get" can be used to cause someone to do something, often implying persuasion or instruction.
Examples: 

"She got her children to clean their rooms." (persuaded or instructed)

To Understand
"Get" can mean to understand something, particularly in informal contexts.
Example: 

"Did you get the joke?" (understand)

To Experience or Undergo
"Get" can describe experiencing or undergoing a particular situation or condition.
Examples: 

"He got a surprise on his birthday." (experienced)
 "She got injured during the match." (underwent)

To Travel or Move
"Get" can indicate a method of travel or movement.
Examples: 

"How do I get to the station?" (travel)
 "We got around the city by bus." (moved/traveled)

In summary, "get" is a multifunctional verb in English, with its meaning discerned from the context, syntax,
and accompanying words. Understanding the different uses of "get" can significantly enhance comprehension
and fluency in English language usage.
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Different Meanings of the verb Get Exercise 1:
Choose the correct answer.

1. What does "get" mean in "She got a new dress"?
a) Arrived
b) Obtained
c) Became

2. In the sentence "I'm getting tired of waiting," what
does "get" mean?
a) To understand
b) To become
c) To obtain

3. "I don’t get why he was so upset." Here, "get"
means?
a) Understand
b) Obtain
c) Experience

4. What is the meaning of "get" in the sentence: "She
got her hair cut yesterday"?
a) To arrive
b) To obtain
c) To cause something to be done

5. "I got to meet the president." In this sentence, "get"
means?
a) Had the opportunity
b) Obtained
c) Became

6. "He got approval for his project." What does "get"
mean?
a) Received
b) Started
c) Understood

7. "You should get going to the airport now." What
does "get" suggest?
a) Start
b) Obtain
c) Understand

8. What is the meaning of "get" in the sentence: "The
children got excited when they saw the presents"?
a) To obtain
b) To become
c) To understand

9. What does "get" mean in the sentence: "He got
angry with me"?
a) To become
b) To obtain
c) To cause

10. "He got his passport renewed." This use of "get"
suggests?
a) Experienced
b) Caused something to be done
c) Became

Different Meanings of the verb Get Exercise 2:
Replace the verb ‘get’ in the sentences 1-10 with the correct form of the verbs in

the box to the right.

1. She finally got (understand) the complex theory after many hours of study.

2. He got (become) quite proficient in Japanese since moving to Tokyo.

3.I got (persuade) my team to adopt the new strategy with some effort.

4. She got (receive) accolades for her groundbreaking research.

5. He got (manage) to complete the project despite numerous obstacles.

6. After years of hard work, he got (achieve) his dream of becoming a doctor.

7. I used to get (travel) around on my bike before I passes my driving test.

8. I got (have) my house cleaned last week. It was so messy!

9. I’m getting (become) tired of waiting around. Hurry up!

10. He gets up early every morning. 

receive
become x2

travel
wake

persuade
have

manage
understad

achieve
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Different meanings of get: answer key
Grammar practice · B2 Upper-intermediate

Where two or more answers are given, any of them is correct.

Exercise 1

1.  b) Obtained

2.  b) To become

3.  a) Understand

4.  c) To cause something to be done

5.  a) Had the opportunity

6.  a) Received

7.  a) Start

8.  b) To become

9.  a) To become

10.  b) Caused something to be done

Exercise 2

1.  understood

2.  has become

3.  persuaded

4.  received / has received

5.  managed

6.  achieved

7.  travel

8.  had

9.  becoming

10.  wakes

Corrections to the printed pages

Exercise 2: understad in the box should read understand, and passes in item 7 should read passed.
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