
Articles a/an, the, no article 

Example: I have a cat (one cat).

Example: "I have a dog."

Example: "She has an apple."

Example: "I saw the cat that was stuck in the tree."

Example: "I saw a cat. The cat was black."

Example: "She is the Queen of England."

Example: "He is the tallest person in the room."

Example: "The Nile is a famous river."

Example: "I need water."

Example: "Dogs are loyal animals."

Example: "He works at Harvard University."

Example: "Happiness is important."

Example: "She visited Paris last summer."

Articles are words that precede nouns to provide information about the noun. In English, there are
three main articles: "a," "an," and "the," and sometimes, no article is used. Here's a detailed
explanation of how they work:

 "A" and "An" (Indefinite Articles):
Indefinite articles are used before singular nouns. 

"A" is used before nouns that begin with consonant sounds.

"An" is used before nouns that begin with vowel sounds.

Both "a" and "an" indicate that you are talking about any one of a group or type of things, not a
specific one.

"The" (Definite Article):
It is used before nouns to indicate that you are referring to a specific or particular item.

"The" can also be used before singular or plural nouns when the specific item is known or
previously mentioned.

Use "the" when referring to unique or one-of-a-kind items.

"The" is used before superlative adjectives.

Use "the" when referring to specific geographical locations, such as rivers, oceans, and mountain
ranges.

Use "the" with specific historical events, musical groups, and famous works of art.
Example: "The Beatles were a famous band."

No Article:
Sometimes, no article is used before nouns.
When to omit an article:
Before uncountable nouns (nouns that cannot be counted individually).

Before plural nouns when referring to something in general.

Before most names of specific places, such as schools, hospitals, and parks.

Before abstract concepts or general truths.

Before names of countries, cities, and languages.

In summary, articles play a crucial role in specifying nouns in English. "A" and "an" are used for
non-specific items, "the" is used for specific or previously mentioned items, and no article is used
for general or non-specific references. 
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Choose the correct answer.
1. There is ____ interesting article in ____ newspaper
today. 
a) a / a 
b) an / the 
c) an / a 

2. ____ sun rises in the east.
a) A
b) An
c) The

3. ____ honesty is the best policy.
a) no article
b) The
c) an
 
4. She is ____ excellent musician.
a) a
b) an
c) an article

5. He is ____ tallest person in the room.
a) a
b) no article
c) the

Articles a/an, the, no article  exercise 2:
Complete the newspaper article with the appropriate article

(a/an/the) or no article where necessary.

6. I need ____ help with my homework.
a) a
b) the
c) no article

7.  ____ moon is visible in the night sky.
a) A
b) The
c) no article

8.  I saw ____ tiger at ____ zoo.
a) a/the
b) no article/the
c) the/a

9.  I need ____ new pair of shoes.
a) the
b) a
c) no article

10.  ____ mountains are covered in snow.
a) no article
b) A
c) The

In (1) ____ surprising development, astronomers have discovered (2) ____ new exoplanet in (3) ____
distant galaxy. This finding was made using (4) ____ impressively powerful telescope located at (5)
____ renowned observatory in Hawaii.
(6) ____ exoplanet is said to be approximately twice (7) ____ size of (8) ____ Earth and is located in (9)
____ habitable zone of its star system. This means that it could potentially support (10) ____ life.
Scientists are thrilled about this discovery and believe that (11) ____ planet could provide valuable
insights into (12) ____ possibility of extraterrestrial life. They plan to continue studying (13) ____
exoplanet in (14) ____ coming months.
(15) ____ excitement among astronomers is palpable, as they hope to learn more about (16) ____
distant world. This discovery has ignited (17) ____ renewed interest in (18) ____ search for other
habitable planets beyond our solar system.
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Articles: a, an, the and no article: answer key
Grammar practice · B1 Intermediate

Where two or more answers are given, any of them is correct.

Exercise 1

1.  b) an / the

2.  c) The

3.  a) no article

4.  b) an

5.  c) the

6.  c) no article

7.  b) The

8.  a) a / the

9.  b) a

10.  c) The

Exercise 2

(1)  a

(2)  a

(3)  a

(4)  an

(5)  a

(6)  The

(7)  the

(8)  no article / the

(9)  a / the

(10)  no article

(11)  the

(12)  the

(13)  the

(14)  the

(15)  The

(16)  a / the

(17)  a / no article

(18)  the

Corrections to the printed pages

Explanation: the example She is the Queen of England is out of date.
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